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Amendments to the 2026 Finance Bill, presented by several political groups (1-5), aim to 

introduce a tax of between €1 and €50 per animal used for experimental purposes in research. 

These amendments raise the legitimate question of the funding of the FC3R national center 

(French center promoting the application of the 3Rs - replace, reduce, refine.  

Without questioning the usefulness of funding such a structure, the French National 

Academy of Medicine, deeply concerned about the principles and arguments that may 

led to imagine such a tax, disputes its appropriateness:  

Such taxation could be equivalent to a fine for an activity that would be considered 

reprehensible, whereas the research concerned has noble aims and is carried out in 

accordance with ethical principles and rules in force by researchers that there is no 

reason to make feel guilty.  

France has indeed one of the most stringent regulatory frameworks in the world, 

ensuring in particular the essential objective of reconciling animal welfare and 

scientific excellence. This regulation is effective;  

Contrary to the explanatory statements accompanying some amendments, the number 

of animals used for research purposes is not decreasing marginally. It is falling sharply, 

by 18.5% in 2023 compared to 2022 (6), reflecting researchers' efforts to reduce and 

replace the use of animals wherever possible. 

For the health of our fellow citizens, certain animal testing remains essential to detect 

side effects or toxicity. It is incorrect to claim that 90% of treatments successfully 

tested on animals prove to be ineffective or dangerous for humans (1), when the 

scientific article cited in the reference on the contrary reports a 86% concordance 

between the positive results of animal and clinical studies (7).  

It is important to recall that, for more than 30 years, pharmacokinetic studies 

(absorption, distribution, metabolism, and elimination) conducted on non-animal 

models allow to stop the development of drugs that could potentially be toxic, thereby 

preventing them from being tested on animals; 

-  



 

Apart from being based on inaccurate arguments, this taxation could potentially lead to 

the transfer of animal use for research purposes to countries where animal welfare is 

neither respected nor monitored. 
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