
Press release 

French National Academy of Medicine, Academy of Sciences, French Academy 

of Agriculture, National Academy of Pharmacy, French Veterinary Academy, 

Academy of Technologies 

July 1, 2021 

Lessons from Covid-19: reviving the pandemic plan and regaining 

momentum in the field of testing 

In a joint report published today, six academies1 analyze the strengths and 

weaknesses of the complex technological chain involved in the design, 

manufacture, use, and exploitation of molecular bioassays in the fight against the 

SARS-COV-2 pandemic.  

The report highlights the critical role of testing in infectious diseases such as 

Covid19, where half of those infected have symptoms and the other half have not, 

and both are still capable of spreading the virus.  

The report provides an analysis of the different types of tests, their applications 

for individual screening,  measuring the prevalence of infection in the population, 

detecting the emergence of clusters or monitoring chains of contamination.  

The report stresses that the massive use of tests allows the implementation of two 

types of strategies, one aimed at mitigating the epidemic in a “living with” 

perspective, the other aimed at getting rid of the epidemic, even in the absence of 

treatment or vaccines, the "zero Covid" strategy.  

In both cases, testing appears to be a key element of the epidemic control policies.  

The academies therefore call for the restoration of national and European 

sovereignty in this field and, more broadly, in that of health, and welcome the 

Health Innovation Plan 2030 announced on June 29 by the French government. 

They recommend to strengthen the corresponding industrial sector to make it 

more robust, and to promote and support innovation in this field, by orienting it 

so that it generates both medical progress and economic performances. Aware of 

the global threat posed by emerging epidemics likely to turn rapidly into 

pandemics, the academies recommend the reactivation of a pandemic plan, clearly 

identified  at the highest level of government organization. 
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